
Search for the elusive Cambodian Laughingthrush on Aural

Mountain. WARNING- tough birding not for the faint of heart.

 

Explore Aural Mountain in search for one of Cambodia's true

endemic species, Cambodian Laughingthrush. The 4 day trip

will include an accent of Cambodia's highest peak (1813m

elevation) in thick evergreen forest. This is as far off the

beaten track that is possible in Cambodia as you will be

sleeping in hammocks in make-shift forest camps and eating

simple food. Therefore, this tour is not for the faint of heart

and we recommend you be in good physical condition. If you

accept the challenge, this is one of our most rewarding birding

trips in Cambodia that you won't forget in a hurry.

 

Day 1: Phnom Penh to Aural Mountain

Day 2 and 3: Aural Mountain

Day 4: Aural Mountain to Phnom Penh

AURAL MOUNTAINS CAMBODIAN
LAUGHINGTHRUSH TOUR 



DAY 1: PHNOM PENH TO
AURAL MOUNTAIN

4:00- Leave Phnom Penh for Aural Mountain. 
 

We will drive around 2 and half hours through Kompong Spue
town then we turn to Aural District. 

 
6:30- Arrive at Mr. Chhim’s house (the lead porter) 

 
He will arrange us the breakfast, lunch, porters, tractor

(Kor Yon) or the off-road car the real one. The client can use the
facility before we start riding the truck to the foot hill. After

sorting out the equipment, water, and food, then we begin to
climb. Usually it will take us around four to five hours to get to the

camp. 
 

We can see some birds such as Bamboo Woodpecker, Banded
Kingfisher, Silver breasted Broadbill, or Cambodian

Laughingthrush as it sometimes moving around the camp.
 

This late afternoon, after resting a bit,
then we will check the Cambodian Laughingthrush which is not far

from our camp because it is usually moving before 6 PM. 
 

Tonight, we will sleep in a hammock which
is set up by our porter. 

 
Overnight on the mountain.

ITINERARY 

Drive Time:
 
3 hours
 
Walking Distance:
 
4-7km
 
Key Species:
 
Birds: Cambodian
Laughingthrush, Silver Pheasant,
Chestnut-headed Partridge,
Silver-breasted Broadbill, Long-
tailed Broadbill, Blue Pitta, Great
Hornbill, Wreathed Hornbill,
Green Cochoa, Mountain Scops-
owl and other high-elevation
species.
 
Habitat:
 
Heavily degraded deciduous
forest in the lowlands gives way
to hill evergreen forest on the
slopes and montane forest on the
peak, Cambodia’s highest at 1,813
m elevation.

For full Aural Mountain bird list: CLICK HERE

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15Hv0f_TG3CKSoHVwyZROfD-I3mp2vytq/view?usp=sharing


DAY 2 AND 3: AURAL
MOUNTAIN

Starting early, we drive to the base of the mountain before
travelling the remainder of the way on foot. On the climb up the

highest mountain in the Cardamom range we hope to see the
Cambodian Laughingthrush. 

 
We spent two nights and three days on the mountain. With no
camps or villages on the mountain, we set up our own simple

campsite. Porters will bring all the necessary gear: hammocks,
stools, food, water, and other basic necessities (only). They can

carry some of your personal gear as well if requested. 
 

WARNING: Climbing a mountain in Cambodia can be tough due to
the hot climate. Even though you can have your bags carried up
the mountain you should still have a good level of fitness and be

prepared to sweat! At night the temperature drops down to 10-14
degree Celsius so a sleeping bag or warm clothes is recommended. 

 
We will make a special effort to see White-tailed Robin and Blue-
winged Minla, both of which are represented here by a decidedly

distinctive subspecies that are endemic to higher elevations in the
Cardamoms and are likely future splits. Coral-billed Ground Cuckoo

and Bay Owl are regularly heard around our campsite. 
 

Overnight at camp.

ITINERARY

 

Drive/Boat Time:
 
0 hours
 
Walking Distance:
 
10-12km a day
 
Key Species:
 
Birds: Cambodian
Laughingthrush, Silver Pheasant,
Chestnut-headed Partridge,
Silver-breasted Broadbill, Long-
tailed Broadbill, Blue Pitta, Great
Hornbill, Wreathed Hornbill,
Green Cochoa, Mountain Scops-
owl and other high-elevation
species.
 
Habitat:
 
Heavily degraded deciduous
forest in the lowlands gives way
to hill evergreen forest on the
slopes and montane forest on the
peak, Cambodia’s highest at 1,813
m elevation.

For full Aural Mountain bird list: CLICK HERE

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15Hv0f_TG3CKSoHVwyZROfD-I3mp2vytq/view?usp=sharing


DAY 4: AURAL MOUNTAIN TO
PHNOM PENH

8:00- Begin out decent of Aural Mountain
 

After breakfast, we will climb down to village, but if we miss some
birds, we can spend one to two hours look for the

species. We will pack our lunch, because at some points there are
some good birds around, Great Hornbill, Wreath Hornbill,

Chestnut-headed Partridge etc.
 

It usually takes around 2 to 3 hours before we meet our off road
truck driver. 

 
12:00- Depart for Phnom Penh 

 
We will get back to Mr. Chhim’s house and repack again and

departure to Phnom Penh. 
 

We will arrive in Phnom Penh and drop you off at your hotel
between 3 to 4PM.

 

ITINERARY

 

Drive Time:
 
3 hours
 
Walking Distance:
 
5-7km
 
Key Species:
 
Birds: Cambodian
Laughingthrush, Silver Pheasant,
Chestnut-headed Partridge,
Silver-breasted Broadbill, Long-
tailed Broadbill, Blue Pitta, Great
Hornbill, Wreathed Hornbill,
Green Cochoa, Mountain Scops-
owl and other high-elevation
species.
 
Habitat:
 
Heavily degraded deciduous
forest in the lowlands gives way
to hill evergreen forest on the
slopes and montane forest on the
peak, Cambodia’s highest at 1,813
m elevation.


